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U.S. CHARGES ACTI NG BGOSS, ACTI NG UNDERBOSS AND TOP
LEADERS OF GAMBI NO CRIME FAM LY W TH RACKETEERI NG AND
OTHER CRI MES

DAVI D N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, PASQUALE D AMJRO the Assistant
Director in Charge of the New York Ofice of the FBI, ROBERT
JOHNSON, the District Attorney for Bronx County, and GORDON S.
HEDDELL, the Inspector Ceneral of the United States Departnent of
Labor, announced today the unsealing of a 53-count Indictnent in

Manhattan federal court captioned United States v. Arnold

Squitieri, et al., 05 Cr. 228 (the “Indictnent”). The Indictnent

charges 32 defendants, nost of whom are nenbers or associ ates of
the Ganbino Organized Crinme Fanmily of La Cosa Nostra (“LCN’),

wi th w de-rangi ng racketeering crinmes and ot her offenses spanning



nmore than a decade, including violent assault, extortion of
various individuals and busi nesses, |oansharking, union
enbezzl enent, illegal ganbling, trafficking in stolen property
and counterfeit goods, and nail fraud.

The Indictnent alleges that the Ganbino Famly, at
times working in tandemwi th other LCN Famlies, infiltrated,
controlled, extorted, and defrauded busi nesses and | abor
organi zati ons operating in various industries in the New York
City area, and surroundi ng suburbs, including construction
conpanies, a New York City radio station, trucking conpanies, and
restaurant and club owners. The Indictnment al so charges that the
Ganmbino Fam |y operated a lucrative illegal ganbling operation
t hroughout the 1990s to the present that netted LCN approximtely
$20 million in illegal proceeds.

Anmong t he defendants charged in the two RI CO counts
are: ARNOLD SQUITIERI, al/k/a “Zeke,” alkl/a “Bozey,” alkla
“Sylvester,” who is alleged to be the Acting Boss and O fi ci al
Under boss of the Ganmbi no Fam |y; ANTHONY MEGALE, a/k/a “Mac,”
a/k/a “Machiavelli,” who is alleged to be the Acting Underboss of
the Ganbi no Fam |y; GREGORY DEPALMA, who is alleged to be an
Acting “Capo” or Captain in the Ganbino Fam |y, who purportedly
controls a crew of soldiers and associates within the Ganbi no
Fam |y and directly supervises their crimnal activities;
ALPHONSE SI SCA, a/k/a “Funzi,” who is alleged to be a Capo in the

Ganbino Famly and a cl ose confidante of SQUI TIERI; LOQU S



FI LI PPELLI, a/k/a “Bo,” who is alleged to be a Soldier in the
Ganmbi no Fam | y; ROBERT VACCARO, who is also alleged to be a
Soldier in the Ganbino Fam |y; N CHOLAS LASORSA, al/k/a “Ni cky,”
who is also alleged to be a Soldier in the Ganbino Fam ly; and
CHRI STOPHER SUCARATO, JOSEPH FORNI NO, a/k/a “Joey Per Voi,”
ROBERT PERSI CO, SAM NORDONE, and ROBERT VACCARO, JR., all of whom
are alleged to be associates of the Ganbino Famly (the “RI CO
DEFENDANTS”). I n particular, the Indictnment alleges that
SQUI TI ERI was nmade Underboss of the Ganbino Fam |y by John J.
CGotti, the fornmer Boss of the Fam |y, shortly after SQU TlI ERI was
released fromjail followng a 1989 narcotics conviction. The

I ndi ctment further alleges that SQU TI ERI was pronoted to Acting
Boss and MEGALE was made Acting Underboss after Peter CGotti’s
2002 arrest on racketeering charges. The RI CO DEFENDANTS are
charged with engaging in a wi despread pattern of racketeering

t hat spanned nore than a decade. The Indictnment charges 22
separate acts of racketeering in two racketeering (a/k/a “RI CO)
counts, including the extortions of nunmerous construction
conpanies in the New York City area, a New York Cty radio
station, and several restaurant and club owners in the New York
City area and surroundi ng suburbs. 1In addition, Ganbino Fam |y
Capo THOVAS CACCI OPCLI, al/k/a “Tommy Sneakers,” is charged in the
Indictnment with participating in the extortions of construction
conpanies located in Staten |Island and Long I sl and.

The Indictnment al so charges that two of the RI CO



def endant s, GREGORY DEPALMA and ROBERT VACCARO, viciously
assaulted a victimon February 21, 2005, in a Wstchester
departnent store, in order to maintain and increase their
respective positions within the Ganbino Fam |ly.

The I ndictnment separately charges nenbers and
associates of two other LCN famlies with engaging in several
crinmes. These individuals include: Luchese Famly Capo JOHN
CAPRA, al/k/a “Johnny Hooks,” and Luchese Family associates, AL
ALVAREZ and MARK DENUZI O, with coordinating their efforts with
t he DEPALMA Crew in the extortion of an individual in
West chester; and Genovese Fam |y Sol di er PASQUALE DELUCA, a/k/a
“Scop,” with operating an illegal ganbling business in the Bronx.

The I ndi ctnment unseal ed today al so i ncl udes nunerous
charges agai nst other individuals alleged to be trusted
associ ates of the Ganbino Famly. These defendants i ncl ude:
LEONARD M NUTO, SR, al/k/a “Lenny,” LEONARD M NUTO, JR, al/k/a
“Lenny,” LOU S NATRELLA, a/k/a “Little Louie,” JOHN VACCARQ,

a/ k/a “Popcorn,” FRANK BUSCEM, a/k/a "“Cheech,” PAUL QLI VERI, and
JUSTI N CARTI SANO, who are all charged with ganbling offenses;
JAMVES VETRANO, who is the president of Retail and Wol esal e
Departnent Store Union-United Food and Commercial Wrkers, Local
305, and a trustee of the Local 305 benefit funds, and JOSEPH
MORAY, who are charged with union benefit enbezzl enent and

rel ated fraud charges; FRANK D AGOSTINO, a/k/a “Frankie D.,” and

TOMMY D AGOSTI NO, who are charged with extortion and receipt of



stolen property, respectively; NEIL DELIETO who is charged with
extortion charges; M CHAEL DEPALMA, the son of Acting Capo
GREGORY DEPALMA, who is charged with interstate transportation of
stol en property; and ALFRED LAFATA, JR and ROBERT SANSEVERI NO
a/ k/ a “Bobby Phones,” who are both charged with trafficking in
counterfeit goods.

The Ganbino Fam |y Acting Boss, SQUI TIERI, and all eged
Capos, DEPALMA, SI SCA, CACCI OPCLI, and CAPRA were arrested today
in connection with the charges in the Indictnment. SQU TIERI
DEPALMA, and SI SCA are serving ternms of parole or supervised
rel ease fromprior federal convictions. Ganbino Famly Acting
Under boss MEGALE is in federal custody pending trial on
racketeering charges in another district. Genovese Sol dier
DELUCA is already serving jail tine on other federal charges.
All of the other Ganbino Fam |y nenbers and associ ates, and the
ot her defendants naned in the Indictnent, were arrested today.
The defendants under arrest are scheduled to be presented in
Manhatt an federal court.

The charges in the Indictnent are the result of an
al nost three-year long investigation by the United States
Attorney’'s Ofice for the Southern District of New York, the
Bronx District Attorney’s Ofice, the Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation, and the Departnent of Labor. The investigation
i ncl uded obtai ning court authorization to intercept conversations

anong the various defendants at several |ocations in Wstchester



County, including at the United Hebrew Geriatrics Honme (the
“Hone”), located in New Rochelle, New York. Craig DePal ma, the
ot her son of Acting Capo GREGORY DEPALMA, and hinself a Ganbi no
Sol di er, who was previously convicted of racketeering charges in
this District, is a conval escent patient at the Hone.

Aut hori zation to intercept conversations at the Hone was sought
and obtained after |aw enforcenent agents di scovered that DEPALMA
and the other menbers of his crew, as well as other nenbers and
associ ates of LCN, engaged in daily neetings and conversations
about their ongoing crimnal enterprise at the Hone, in the

m st aken belief that they coul d abuse the confines of the Hone as
a nmeans to avoid | aw enforcenment scrutiny.

The maxi mum penalties faced by the defendants charged
in the various crines are set forth in the attached chart. In
addition, the Governnment has alleged that the crimnal activities
of the defendants has resulted in their obtaining at |east $30
mllion in illegal proceeds. The Governnent will seek forfeiture
of that anmpbunt from the defendants.

M. KELLEY praised the efforts of the Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation, the Departnment of Labor, Ofice of Labor
Racketeering, and the Bronx District Attorney’'s Ofice in this
investigation. In addition, M. Kelley expressed his
appreciation to the New York State Organized Crinme Task Force and
the New York City Police Departnment for their assistance in this

i nvesti gati on.



Assistant United States Attorneys EDWARD C. O CALLAGHAN
and CHRI STOPHER P. CONNI FF are in charge of the prosecutions.

The charges contained in the Indictnents are nmerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unl ess and
until proven guilty.
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UNITED STATES v. SQUITIERI, et al. 05 Cr. 228

Charges Max Penalty Per
Name DOB (# of counts) Charge (Yrs)
ARNOLD SQUITIERI 02/02/36 RICO (2) 20

HAE (16) 20

CSP (2) 5

IGB 5

TRSP (2) 5 (385 Total Yrs.)
ANTHONY MEGALE 08/01/53 RICO (2) 20

HAE (18) 20

CSP (2) 5

IGB 5

TRSP (2) 5 (425 Total Yrs.)
GREGORY DEPALMA 04/24/32 RICO (2) 20

VCR 20

HAE (22) 20

CSP (7) 5

LS 20

EEC (2) 20

EBP 5

MF (4) 20

IGB (2) 5

TWI 2

TSV 10

TRSP (6) 10

CP 10 (772 Total Yrs.)
ALPHONSE SISCA 11/15/42 RICO (2) 40

HAE (4) 40

CSP 5

IGB 5 (250 Total Yrs.)
LOUIS FILIPPELLI 09/04/66 RICO (2) 20

HAE (10) 20




Charges Max Penalty Per
Name DOB (# of counts) Charge (Yrs)

CSP 5

IGB 5 (250 Total Yrs.)
ROBERT VACCARO 02/15/55 RICO (2) 20

VCR 20

HAE (20) 20

CSP (4) 5

IGB 5

EEC (2) 20

TRSP (4) 5

TWI 2

EBP 5

MF (2) 20 (592 Total Yrs.)
NICHOLAS LASORSA 06/23/36 RICO (2) 20

HAE (4) 20 (120 Total Yrs.)
THOMAS CACCIOPOLI 09/05/49 HAE (4) 20 (80 Total Yrs.)
JOHN CAPRA 04/06/40 ECC (2) 20 (40 Total Yrs.)
PASQUALE DELUCA 12/08/31 CSP, 3147 10 (10 Total Yrs.)
CHRISTOPHER SUCARATO 04/12/65 RICO (2) 20

HAE (4) 20 (120 Total Yrs.)
JOSEPH FORNINO 06/15/43 RICO (2) 20

HAE (2) 20

TRSP (2) 10

EEC (2) 20

CSP (2) 5

IGB 5 (155 Total Yrs.)
ROBERT PERSICO 03/10/65 RICO (2) 20

HAE (2) 20

TRSP (4) 10

CSP (2) 5 (130 Total Yrs.)
SAM NORDONE 06/27/56 RICO (2) 20




Charges Max Penalty Per
Name DOB (# of counts) Charge (Yrs)

CSP 5

TRSP (2) 10

MF (2) 20 (105 Total Yrs.)
ROBERT VACCARO, JR. 03/19/82 RICO (2) 20

CSP (2) 5

TRSP (2) 10

EBP 5

MF (2) 20 (115 Total Yrs.)
LEONARD MINUTO, SR. 04/27/41 CSp 5

IGB 5 (10 Total Yrs.)
LEONARD MINUTO, JR. 12/24/70 CSp 5

IGB 5 (10 Total Yrs.)
LOUIS NATRELLA 01/05/73 CSp 5

IGB 5
JOHN VACCARO CSp 5

IGB 5

TWI 2 (12 Total Yrs.)
AL ALVAREZ 06/07/64 EEC (2) 20 (40 Total Yrs.)
MARK DENUZIO 06/10/71 EEC (2) 20 (40 Total Yrs.)
JAMES VETRANO 09/19/21 CSp 5

EBP 5

MF (2) 20 (30 Total Yrs.)
PAUL OLIVERI 01/15/49 CSp 5

IGB 10 (15 Total Yrs.)
FRANK BUSCEMI CSp 5

IGB 5 (15 Total Yrs.)
MICHAEL DEPALMA 02/20/62 CSp 5

TRSP (2) 10 (25 Total Yrs.)
FRANK D’AGOSTINO 12/07/38 HAE (2) 20 (40 Total)
THOMAS D’AGOSTINO 08/07/62 CSp 5
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Charges Max Penalty Per
Name DOB (# of counts) Charge (Yrs)
TRSP (2) 10 (25 Total Yrs.)
NEIL DELIETO 11/23/47 CSP(2) 5 (10 Total Yrs.)
JUSTIN CARTISANO 08/14/73 CSP 5
IGB 5
MF (2) 20 (30 Total Yrs.)
JOSEPH MORAY 01/04/58 CSP 5
EBP 5
MF (2) 20 (30 Total Yrs.)
ROBERT SANSEVERINO 10/18/49 CSP 5
CP 10 (10 Total Yrs.)
ALFRED LAFATA, JR. 12/15/54 CSP 5
CP 10 (10 Total Yrs.)
LEGEND
CP Counterfeit Property ECC  Extortionate Collection of Credit
CSP Conspiracy MF Mail and Wire Fraud
EBP Embezzlement from Employee Benefit Plan RICO RICO Conspiracy and Violation
HAE  Hobbs Act Extortion TRSP  Transportation/Receipt of Stolen Property
IGB [llegal Gambling Business TSV Transportation of Stolen Vehicles
LS Loansharking TWI  Transmission of Wagering Information
VCR  Violent Crime in Aid of Racketeering
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